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“Vibrant Rooster” by Penny Durbin.
See page 19.

Purchase Your Gift Certificates Now for Totem Pole’s
In the 62nd Season at Totem Pole Playhouse, Fayetteville, audiences will be treated to six shows never before seen on the Totem
Pole stage plus a special preseason presentation. Some favorite
company actors, such as Sean Fri from 2011’s Honus and Me,
Artistic Director Ray Ficca and long time favorite Wil Love have
already committed to performing in the 2012 season. In addition
to the usual six self-produced plays and musicals, the Playhouse
will host an additional show.
Artistic Director Ray Ficca and Playhouse fixture Wil Love (in his
42nd season at the Playhouse) will star in the latest installment of the
“Tuna” comedy series, Red, White and Tuna. The series has been a
smash hit across the country for almost 30 years. The play offers a
glimpse into a day in the life of the colorful and hilarious denizens
of the fictitious town of Tuna, TX. Sparks fly as they come together
for 4th of July and the Tuna High School reunion. Love starred in
first offering of the series, Greater Tuna, at the Playhouse in the early
90s. F & M Trust serves as the sponsor of this show.
Robbie Limon returns to the theater after two hugely successful
shows last season, playing to packed houses in both Hank Williams: Lost Highway and the musical Southern Crossroads. Next
summer he’ll be inhabiting another iconic singer as he brings
the story of Buddy Holly to the stage in a special presentation.
An Evening with Buddy Holly will precede the first show of the
season with seven special performances from May 16-20, 2012.
This show is sponsored by the new FM 96.3 and Route 30, Too!.

2012 Season

Along with Red, White and Tuna, the 2012 main lineup at the
Playhouse includes the country musical Chaps (sponsored by
Walker, Connor & Spang, LLC and Country Legends 92.1),
romantic comedies Moon Over the Brewery (sponsored by M & T
Bank and Dr. Paul E. Orange Family Medicine) and Almost Maine
(sponsored by Orrstown Bank and Main Line Broadcasting), the
Hitchcock comedy-thriller The 39 Steps (sponsored by Essis &
Sons Carpet One and Rotz and Stonesifer, CPA), and the season
finale Cole (sponsored by Franklin County Visitors Bureau) , a
musical celebrating the life and music of the iconic Cole Porter.
“It’s an ambitious line-up, that’s for sure,” says Ficca. “But I think
our audiences like it when we swing for the fences. Last year was
one of our strongest ever, and I think the only way to follow that
up is to try and top it. This year, we have a very funny season, a
very romantic season, and some Cole Porter as well!”
Many local businesses have signed on to sponsor and
generously support the shows in the 2012 season.
Included in that list is, along with Totem Poler
John Putch and his movie Route 30, Too!, slated to
premiere at the Capitol Theatre in Chambersburg
in September 2012. Any new business
who might be interested in learning more
about show sponsorship opportunities may
call the theatre for more information.
717-352-2164.

Tickets for the 2012 season on Sale Now!
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York to marYlanD • York to Harrisburg • gettYsburg to Harrisburg
rabbitEXPRESS offers service from York to Maryland (Hunt Valley,

Timonium and Towson), York to Harrisburg and Gettysburg to Harrisburg.
Forget the stress of traffic, gas prices, and wear and tear on your car. Ride in
comfort with rabbitEXPRESS! Think of what you could be spending that time
doing – reading, sleeping, working, dreaming . . .

We make connections to Amtrak, the MTA Light Rail and regional airports.
Follow us on Facebook
Search rabbittransit
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rabbittransit.org/express for times and locations!
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So Much to See and Do
Short Film Highlighted in ShowcaseNow! Has Developed a Wide
and Rich Following
Last year at this season ShowcaseNow Magazine
highlighted a short film by Rick Hansberry, the
Lancaster County husband, father, and dee jay who
works in York as a paralegal. The film, “Branches,”
was seen at numerous locations throughout this area
and Hansberry was asked many times to be a guest
speaker to talk about making films and the writing
life. He held programs at libraries where copies of his
films are accessed for borrowing and appeared in other
places as lecturer and instructor. He recently sent this
progress report to his fans and supporters.
Hello, Film Supporters!

The tree that became a signature for “Branches” is pictured here at top. in the second photo
Rick Hansberry and Director Chris Messineo during the shooting.

On October 8, 2011, “Br
anches” screened at The
Harmony Ridge Film Fes
County, Pennsylvania, jus
tival in Beaver
t north of Pittsburgh to
close out its film festiva
quick summary of what
l run. Here’s a
you’ve helped accomplis
h:
• The film was accepted
into 12 of the 18 festiva
ls we applied to.
A fantastic batting averag
e.
• The film won a Certifica
te of Excellence from the
North Carolina
Sky Fest festival.
• Jody Ebert was nomi
nated as Best Actor in a
Short Film (without any
speaking lines!) for his rol
e as Wade by the Lancas
ter Short Film Festival.
• The film won 2nd Pla
ce at the Harmony Ridge
festival.
• Director Chris Messineo
was nominated for Best
Cinematography at two
festivals.
• Rick Hansberry was no
minat
The West Chester Film Fes ed for ”Pennsylvania Filmmaker of The Year” at
tival.
• All in all, the film has
been seen literally from
coast-to-coast and enjoye
by hundreds of people
d
at fes
more from DVD sales and tivals throughout the country as well as countl
ess
library rentals.
It was a goal of ours from
the beginning that this film
belong in that ‘special bo
would become a movie
that
x.’ The box that’s pulled out
each year just after Thanks would
watch with family and frie
giving to
nds along with “It’s A Wo
nderful Life,”  “Home Alo
ne” and “Elf.”
DVDs of the film are ava
ilable for purchase throu
gh the films web site:
www.branchesmovie.c
om
If you know of someon
e that could use a specia
l ‘stocking stuffer’ this yea
could be that unique gif
r,
t. Be sure and let them
know that your name scr this film
the credits at the end as
olls through
one of the people respo
nsible for making this film
happen.
Thanks to each and eve
ry one of you for an inc
redible journey (and it’s
In the coming months I
not over yet!).
will be seeking out som
e short film distributors
the film seen in countries
to try and get
throughout the world.    
No matter what, please rem
ember to reach out and
spend time with the peo
brought smiles to you ove
ple that have
r the years. You never kno
w when you’ll get pulled
apart..
Best, Rick   

Local Filmmaker Rick Hansberry Readies More Films for 2012
In December of 2010 Rick
Hansberry premiered his holiday
short film, “Branches” here in Central
Pennsylvania. Since then, Hansberry
has positioned himself to take the
next step toward filmmaking success
outside of Hollywood.
After a 2011 nomination for
Pennsylvania Filmmaker of The Year
by The West Chester International Film
Festival, Rick looks to bring as many as
four films into production in 2012.
Frequency Pictures is set to begin
pre-production on Rick’s featurelength
psychological
thriller,
“Expiration” while his coming-ofage drama, “Setting Sun” is in preproduction with Backyard Studios.
William Flink, a filmmaker in Germany
has also opted to make “Freak,” a short
film script written by Hansberry to
raise awareness about teen bullying.
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small cast and production is set to begin
in late winter or early spring.

“Ice Cream Jihad” in Production
Presently, Rick has partnered with
co-writer/producer Ron Ryan and
associate producer, Matt Fettig to bring
“Ice Cream Jihad” to the screen in time
for the 2012 short film festival circuit.
This comedic take on our culture tells
the story of one man’s simple request
for an additional scoop of ice cream.
This leads to an epic food fight of global
proportions. “It’s a very satirical take on
how small misunderstandings can lead
to huge battles” Hansberry explains.
“Like the title suggests, it’s meant to poke
fun and get audiences of all cultural

Tom Rhodes

backgrounds laughing together.”
The script attracted Comedy Central
veteran, Tom Rhodes who is now attached
to star in the film. Rhodes is a popular act
on the comedy club circuit. He recently
taped his first special for Showtime and
previously starred in his own NBC sitcom.
Hansberry and his co-producers are in
talks with several actors to round out the

“So You Wanna Be a Producer!”
You can actually get involved in the
project by visiting its website: www.
icecreamjihad.com. As part of their
fundraising program, the Producers are
offering a number of tasty incentives,
including having your name listed in the
film’s credits and a personal conversation
with the film’s star, Tom Rhodes.
Making the transition from short
films to features and back again is a feat
few filmmakers achieve but Hansberry
remains determined to continue to
make films that entertain and inspire
audiences to follow their dreams.
For more information on Rick
Hansberry and his adventures
in the screen trade, visit www.
djrickhansberry.com.

What’s Going On?
York Artist Produces Special Calendars
for Holiday Giving
Desktop calendars by Judy Orcutt
of QuilliGraphy are two hot items for
giving this holiday season and they
are packaged in CD cases so that the
bottom flips to make a stand creating
“a very lovely piece of art.”
Calligraphy lettering and numbers
were done by the artist and the Barn
Calendar features photography of
barns of York County taken by the artist.
Each month has its own barn, Judy
explains and there is documentation
of barn sites on the inside back cover.
Some of these barns were featured in
a ShowcaseNow! Magazine feature in
the recent past. To see these photos
go to ShowcaseNow.net and click on
“Past Issues.”
The second calendar features
pressed flower art. The numbers and lettering were done in calligraphy and the
designs for each month are from original works by the artist. Each month offers a
colorful, original design.
You can see the barns and order them at www.etsy.com/shop/judyorcutt or you
can call Judy directly at 717-815-0022.

Chambersburg Ballet to Present Live
Music with Original Musical Scores
The Chambersburg Ballet
Theatre Company will present
two performances of the
classic ““Nutcracker Suite””
and ““The Gift of the Magi””
on Saturday, December 3 at
2 and 7 pm at the historic
Capitol Theatre, 159 S. Main
St., Chambersburg.
Local
dancers will join professional
guest artists, Lavinia Reid and
Dennis Ritz, seen here, in the
presentation of two ballets
featuring original scores and
live professional orchestra.
Tickets are available by
contacting the Theatre Box
Office at 717-263-0202.

Christmas is a time of looking back, as well as forward...
In this reproduction of the Cliff Sattertwaite print, the York County Courthouse,
with its towering domes, is viewed in 1976, the Bicentennial Year of the American
republic. The fact that the first Christmas tree outside of Philadelphia might have
been first seen here in the 1800s, gives special significance to a Christmas tree -- in
1976 -- claimed by the entire county. Today this building has become “administrative
offices,” replaced by a Taj Kerplunk-style “Judicial Center” around the corner.
Print courtesy of Bill Schintz.

Make connections and build relationships.

JOIN OUR

Scan the QRcode
to join our
Linkedin page

www.YorkChamber.com
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So Much to See and Do
Wonderful Little Bookstore Tucked Away in
Gettysburg
by Ruthe Fortenbaugh Craley

If you are having a bit of trouble
with your holiday shopping, we have
an idea that just may solve your whole
problem. Do you know that there is a
wonderful little bookstore tucked away
in the Adams County Library?
This enterprise, the Friends of
the Library Book Store, is one of
the best-kept secrets in town. On
the lower level of the library’s main
branch, this friendly little store is
open seven days and three evenings
a week. In addition to its regularly
filled shelves and bookcases, lots and
lots of excellent seasonal items have
been added. The Book Store is ready
and waiting for you to step inside
the cheerfully decorated front door.
Colorful children’s books are
especially featured for holiday giftgiving. Included are picture books,
easy reader books and teen favorites.
There are also many collections of
“little books” to make attractive
stocking stuffers. Customers will
find many craft and cookbooks just
right for holiday entertaining and
there are many beautiful “coffee-table”
books for those special friends with
special interests. And maybe a book
of poetry will be just the right gift for
someone who already has everything!
Remarkable Gifts,
Remarkable Finds
Because our books and other
items all come from donations
made to the library, we get many
remarkable gifts, and frequently a
fine Civil War collection finds its way
to our sorting area. Our managers
who have many years of experience
can spot bargains and volumes of
special interest and pass them on at
reasonable prices.
The Book Store is managed and
staffed by volunteers. All profits are
returned to the Adams County Library
as a major portion of the yearly pledge
of $60,000 made by the Friends of
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The Friends Store, ready for business.

Selections easy to access, covers out.

the Library. Another large portion is
earned each summer by the annual
used book sale in August.
If you are new to the Friends Book
Store, you may not know that by
becoming a member of FOL, you will
be entitled to a 20-percent discount on
all your purchases. Membership forms
are available in the Book Store.
Drop By to Say Hello
We hope you will drop by to say
hello and to find a book bargain or
two to help complete your shopping
list. Don’t let the word “used” fool you
... most of our offerings are as good as
new, or maybe better, because they
have been read and passed on to new
readers ... and that’s what libraries are
all about!
Ruthe F. Craley’s columns about life
in Gettysburg have become a favorite of
ShowcaseNow! readers. To see her other
features, visit ShowcaseNow.net and
click on “Past Issues.” Find the index
and locate her column in the all the
copies archived in full, living color!

Friendly patrons, friendly helpers.

Meet Me
in Gettysburg

So Much to See and Do
Art Association of Harrisburg Holiday
Exhibition Opens Friday, Dec. 2

HACC Hosts Annual
Kwanzaa Celebration
Community awards included in Dec. 3 event at
HACC’s Harrisburg Campus
Harrisburg – You’re invited to celebrate the traditional holiday festival of
Kwanzaa with music, dance and food from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, at
HACC, Harrisburg.
Admission is free and the public is invited to attend the 16th annual Kwanzaa Festival
in the Cooper Student Center on HACC’s Harrisburg Campus, One HACC Drive.
Festivities begin at 10 a.m. with the 12th annual Harambee Recognition
Awards at which time community members/groups who emulate the one of
the principles of Kwanzaa are recognized. The ceremony will be followed by the
Karamu (feast) until noon.

Entertainment begins at noon. Performers include:

Noon: X-Factor Jazz Band of Harrisburg
1 p.m.: Southside Steppers of Crispus Attucks in York
2 p.m.: Imani Edu-Tainers African Dance Company of Lancaster
3 p.m.: Writer’s Wordshop of Harrisburg
4 p.m.: Fashion show by ABW Productions of Harrisburg
5:30 p.m.: Born to Praise Dancers of Full Gospel Evangelistic Ministries of Harrisburg
6 p.m.: Gary Waters’ Jazz Quartet
Musical interludes will be provided by DJ HandyMan

Painting by Jeff Bye.

Figurative and landscape oil paintings by Jeff Bye of Hershey, abstract acrylics
by Linda Benton-McCloskey of Harrisburg, and colour photographs by D.B.
Stovall of Rockville, Maryland, will go on view at The Art Association of Harrisburg
on Friday, December 2, with a reception from 5 to 8 p.m.
AAH Board member Anne Davis is the exhibition sponsor, with Karen Shugart
as the reception host. Music at the reception will be jazz by the Barrie Spessler
Duo. The show will continue through January 5.

In addition, health screenings will be provided from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Children’s
Room activities from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. include crafts and face painting.
Kwanzaa is the modern African-American holiday created in 1966 by a Dr.
Maulana Karenga, a professor in the department of Black Studies at California
State University, to promote the values of family, culture and community.
For more information, contact Pat Thompson at 780-2632 or email
pjthomps@hacc.edu..

Holiday Exhibition

featuring Jeff Bye, Linda Benton-McCloskey and D. B. Stovall
December 2, 2011 to January 5, 2012
Opening Reception:
Friday, Dec. 2, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Art Association of Harrisburg
21 North Front Street , Harrisburg, Call 717-236-1432
www.artassocofhbg.com

Dedication Day in Gettysburg Hosts
Actor Stephen Lang
Actor and Playwright Stephen Lang delivered the keynote address at the
Annual Dedication Day Ceremony to commemorate the 148th Anniversary of
the Gettysburg Address. This annual event is held every year on November 19,
the day the 16th President presented his immortal speech. The free event is a
highlight of the year for many, attracting scholars, celebrities and history buffs
from around the world.
Stephen Lang started in theatre on
Broadway but is well known for his
film portrayals of Stonewall Jackson
in “Gods and Generals” (2003) and
George Pickett in “Gettysburg” (1993),
as well as for his 2009 roles as Colonel
Miles Quaritch in “Avatar” and as Texan
lawman Charles Winstead in “Public
Enemies.” He also played the role as
Commander Nathaniel Taylor in the
2011 television series “Terra Nova.”
Lincoln interpreter, James Getty,
recited the Gettysburg Address and
a ceremony honoring Black soldiers
who fought in the Civil War followed
the traditional program in the National
Cemetery, Gettysburg.

Courtland Murray
Multimedia Artist

Twizted Graphics
717-379-9132

“The darkest hour is just before the dawn”
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So Much to See and Do
Cookbooks Provide More than Recipes:
Try a Taste of One Just for Fun

Simple
Pleasures

By Jan Thoman

I don’t imagine it will surprise anyone to find out
that I like to read cookbooks. I don’t cook as much
as I used to, but I still enjoy reading the directions,
learning about regional delicacies and spices and
ingredients from around the globe.
My first favorite cookbook was The Joy of Cooking
by Irma S. Rombauer, written in 1953 and later
revised by her daughter Marion Rombauer Becker
in 2006. Having received mine as a new bride, as did
many young women at the time, it quickly became
my bible, the first place to look for a description of
technique or ingredients.
I also received as a wedding gift from my motherin-law what I’ve always called the White Grange
Cookbook. An unassuming looking text, this was
filled with recipes that were similar to my mother’s
cooking as I was growing up. Here were the recipes for
Christmas cookies, casseroles and the never-fail pie
dough that truly never failed.
My cookbook collection contains little yellowed
paperbacks devoted to rice or onion recipes,
promotional pieces put out by companies like
Bisquick or Pillsbury and luscious “coffee-table
books” with full color spreads, devoted to homemade
breads, soups or potatoes.
Looking over my bookshelves, I can see a
progression in the books I’m attracted to. There are
two small “blank books” with cuttings taped into
them from the first years I was married. The tape
is worn and often very brown, but I do still come to
these books for my mother’s recipe for Spanish Rice
and my grandmother’s Peanut Butter Fudge. From

Pecan
Sale!

To benefit the
York County Heritage Trust

the older books I’d search for at auctions
and yard sales, I now find myself drawn
more to books with mouth-watering
cover photos and full page spreads
throughout. Perhaps the addition of the
photography makes up for the fact that I
don’t have time to cook, so I have to be
satisfied with the visual fulfillment.
My current favorites are 9 x 13, the pan
that can, a book I’ve borrowed from the
library several times now, and America’s
Test Kitchen’s Slow cooker revolution : one
test kitchen, 30 slow cookers, 200 amazing
recipes, a book with so many tempting
recipes that I actually bought a copy of
my own. The perfectly photographed
square of lasagna on the cover won me
over. Lasagna from a slow cooker! How
could I resist?
The Test Kitchen has developed
recipes for other things not usually done
in crock pots or slow cookers. I plan
to make a roast beef hash and try to
caramelize onions and a risotto without
all that standing at the stove and stirring.
Not that I’ve actually made any of it yet,
the book is still in the bedside reading
stack, but boy, when I do get started…

Film affiliate for Central Pennsylvania.

Calling ALL
Production People, Actors, Singers, Dancers!

Georgia’s Famous Schermer Pecans
Four Different Varieties

Mammoth Plain Dark Chocolate
Milk Chocolate Cinnamon

Pecan Clusters

Pecans are $10. per package and they can purchased at
York Central Market, until December 22
Farmers Market, Penn Street, until December 16
York County Historical Trust, 250 East Market Street
All sales benefit the Trust.

For more information contact the Trust or send an email to:
wixenterprises@comcast.net
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If you are a member of SAG, AFTRA, IATSE,
DGA, AGMA, AGVA, WGA,
send your resume and photo digitally, to:

Casting@kreativelines.com
We are building our database for films coming to
Pennsylvania and welcome you to be part of our database.

Kreative Lines, LLC

PO Box 10151, Harrisburg, PA 17105

So Much to See and Do
Cultural Alliance of York Speaks for Some of the
Arts in York County: A Central Clearinghouse

By Karen Wix

In the late 1990s the corporate giants
of York County found the constant
appeal from community organizations
seeking funding for their various
projects becoming a daily challenge.
Arts organizations seemed to be the
major source of these requests. After
all, the United Way is known for helping
with the funding for disease causes,
children’s organizations, and other
groups that benefit the citizens of the
York. However, the Arts organizations
are not included in the United Way’s
largesse. Knowing the Arts are vital
to every member of society Arthur
Glatfelter, CEO of The Glatfelter
Insurance Group spearheaded the
birth of the Cultural Alliance of York
County also known as the CA. Art
Glatfelter rarely said “no” when asked
for support, but after a while it became
burdensome and time-consuming
to do the proper investigation of the
various groups that were asking for
funding.
`The Cultural Alliance began in
1999 as a central clearinghouse for
donations to the member agencies.
These entities included York Arts,
the Art Association, Strand Capitol
Performing Arts Center, York County
Heritage Trust, York Junior Symphony
Orchestra, York Little Theater, York
Symphony Orchestra and the York
Youth Symphony Orchestra. The
monies were to come from a fund
generated by the business community.

Joanne Riley

Under the direction of Joanne Riley,
the first and only president of the
Alliance, a monetary goal was set and
reached, the funds allocated to the
member agencies. All seemed right
with the world for the next several
years. The CA became an award
winning institution. Joanne won the
prestigious Michael Newton Award
from Americans for the Arts, as the
best United Arts representative in

the country. The Alliance was also
recognized as highest in the nation
for continually meeting its fundraising
goals. This seems an astounding
accomplishment for an organization
with only two paid employees, Joanne
Riley and Mary Anne Winkelman,
campaign director, are the first to
acknowledge the indispensable role
of volunteers and the wholehearted
support of the business sector.
The feeling began to emerge that the
scope of the CA was not broad enough.
The mission of the CA must include
investment of funds in the creative
community to increase its economic
impact. It is felt that the Arts are just
a part of an area’s cultural life and
that the CA and the community that
it serves must be willing to partner
with other organizations to make York
the place that we all are proud to call
home. In 2008 a nationally recognized
consulting firm was retained and a
thorough study was conducted to assist
in the community planning process. A
75- member steering committee was
formed. Surveys were sent to people of
all persuasions to try to discover how
the citizens of York County felt about
the Arts and how the responders felt
about the opportunities for expanding
their horizons by enjoying and
participating in the Arts. The results
showed that work needed to be done
so that the Arts could become a major
factor in the quality of the life for all.

Do Your Part
For the Arts
It was also discovered that the
CA could play an important role in
the future prosperity and growth of
the city and county. The heritage of
York plays an important role as does
the wealth of creativity that can be
found in many places besides what is
normally thought of as the “Arts.”
It was concluded that individual
creative endeavors should be honored
and promoted. To that end, the
Creative Impact Awards were initiated.
These awards are intended to “inspire
children, energize neighborhoods
and create community” in York. The
pilot program has a fund of $70,000
to support projects that qualify either
promoting economic impact or quality
of life. The grantees must be nonprofit
in nature.
The annual campaign to raise funds
for the CA will begin in January and
run through March. The goal for the
2012 campaign is $1,200,000. Because
the CA has met its goals in the past Ms.
Riley is confident with the leadership
of Mary Anne Winkelman and the
work of a myriad of volunteers the goal
is once again attainable.
The Cultural Alliance sounds as if
it could be the model for many cities
that wish to promote their culture and
heritage through the Arts.
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Showcase

DATEBOOK
Visit us online: Showcasenow.net

Here are just a few of the events coming to the Penn Dutch Region! There’s so much to see and do! Please verify all dates and times as schedules
frequently change. Would you like to have your event listed here? Write datebook@showcasenow.net.

December 6
Kwanzaa Celebration with Feast
Reighard Multipurpose Room
Millersville University

Through December 17
The Santaland Diaries
Open Stage of Harrisburg
Harrisburg
717-214-3251
info@openstagehbg.com
Through January 21
Annual Holiday Group Exhibition
Studio Gallery 234, York
717-854-7028
www.studiogallery234.com

December 8 - 17
CATS
Ephrata Performing Arts Center
Sharadin Bigler Theatre
717-733-7966
www.ephrataperformingartscenter.com

December 1- January 14, 2012
Artist Nanette Hatzes
The Blue Parrot Bistro
Gettysburg
717-398-2396
www.councilforthearts.net

December 8
Reception for Student Honors
Photography
Rose Lehrman Art Gallery
HACC’s Harrisburg Campus
Harrisburg
717-780-2435

December 1-22
‘Twas The Night Before Christmas
Popcorn Hat Players
Gamut Classic Theatre
Strawberry Square, 3rd Floor
Harrisburg
717-238-4111

December 9 - 24
Cinderella’s Christmas
Hole in the Wall Puppet Theatre
Lancaster
717-394-8398
holeinthewallpuppets.com

December 2 – January 5
Holiday Exhibition
Art Association of Harrisburg
Jeff Bye, Linda Benton-McCloskey
and D.B. Stovall
21 North Front Street
Harrisburg
717-236-1432
www.artassocofhbg.com
December 2
Mistletoe Magic
Allenberry Playhouse
1559 Boiling Springs Road
717- 258-3211
aberry@allenberry.com
December 3
Annual Kwanzaa Celebration
HACC’s Harrisburg Campus
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Harrisburg
717-780-2632
December 3
The Gift of the Magi and
Nutcracker Suite
Chambersburg Ballet Theatre
Company
Chambersburg
717-263-0202
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December 10
Sugar Plum Fairy Tea Party
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet
Whitaker Center, Kunkel Gallery
Whitakercenter.org
Susquehanna Valley Plein Air
Exhibition
The Art Center School and Galleries
Mechanicsburg
717-697-2072
Art.Center@verizon.net
December 11
Historic Harrisburg Candlelight Tour
Tickets $15 in advance, $20 day or tour
www.historicHarrrisburg.com
717-233-4646
Big Band Merry Christmas
Eichelberger Performing Arts Center
717-637-7086
www.theeich.org
December 16-17
A Musical Christmas Card
York Little Theatre
York
717-854-5715

Now Hiring!

ShowcaseNow! is hiring sales people who are self-motivated and want “to be
their own boss.” Working 15 to 20 hours per week earnings are unlimited and you
set your own schedule. You can use your contacts or ours, and earn extra cash
-- or make this a full-time career. You meet interesting people doing interesting
things and network with the leaders of communities in your territory whatever it
is in the nine counties we serve. Full training and sales tools are provided.
For details call Kelly Summerford at 717-889-0057. Write Kelly@showcasenow.net
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December 17
The Nutcracker
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet
Hershey Theatre
Cpyb.org
December 31,
New Year’s Eve
Public Celebrations in Your Town?
Check Local Listings
New Year’s Eve at Stitches
Comedy Club
Lancaster Host
Lancaster
www.lancasterhost.com
717-299-5500
19th Annual Countdown to NOON
New Year’s Eve Party for Children
Popcorn Hat Players
Whitaker Center
Harrisburg
717-737-4111
www.gamutplays.org
January 9
Art Faculty Exhibit
Rose Lehrman Art Gallery
HACC’s Harrisburg Campus
Harrisburg
717-780-2435
January 16
MLK Performing Artist Showcase
Forum Auditorium
Free to the public
Doors open at 2 p.m.
Harrisburg
717-319-9240
January 17
International Fatherhood and
Family Holiday Celebration
Celebrating Kwanzaa and Christmas
Free to the public
State Museum of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg
717-608-2302
January 18 – February 4
Rumpelstiltskin
Popcorn Hat Players
Gamut Classic Theatre
Strawberry Square, 3rd Floor
Harrisburg
717-238-4111
January 24, 2012
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
“With Justice for All: Human Rights
and Civil Rights at Home and Abroad”
Marauder Court, SMC
Millersville University
January 28, 2012
Firebird and Winter Scene
Chambersburg Ballet Theatre
Company
Chambersburg
717-263-0202

February 3
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat
Theatre Harrisburg
Whitaker Center
Harrisburg
717-232-5501
www.theatreharrisburg.com
February 8 – March 3
Hansel and Gretel
Popcorn Hat Players
Gamut Classic Theatre
Strawberry Square, 3rd Floor
Harrisburg
717-238-4111
February 25
The Diary of Anne Frank
Open Stage of Harrisburg
Whitaker Center for Science and the
Arts
Harrisburg
717-214-3251
info@openstagehbg.com
March 16,18,23,15, 2012
Red vs. The Wolf
By York Writer, Judy Wolfman
York Little Theatre
York
717-854-5715
May 11-13, 2012
Nunsensation
Chambersburg Community Theatre
www.cctonline.org
June 2-17
Beginning of Totem Pole Playhouse
Season
Chaps
Six Special Tuesday Matinees
717-352-2164
www.TotemPolePlayhouse.org

So Much To See and Do

Creative Spark

A“

”

in the York Community for

“Creativity is an open source code.
To embody the notion that it
is available to everyone,
regardless of training or pedigree, is
essential in my life as an artist.”
~Donna Sylvester

20 Years

By Donna Sylvester

“YorkArts enlarges our perception and nourishes the imaginative process, inspiring the entire community’s creative spirit.”
YorkArts is a creative spark in
our community, influencing the
imagination of York in many ways.
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational
organization, YorkArts is funded by a
number of revenue streams, including:
grants, local cultural organizations,
corporate and individual donations
and fee-for-service programs. Through
education in the galleries, inside and
outside the classrooms, we reach a
wide range of adults and children,
inviting them to experience their
creativity firsthand. Through providing
and promoting arts education as
an essential part of the community,
YorkArts hopes to inspire everyone.
Open to the Public
The main gallery, at 10 N. Beaver Street,
is an anchor in York’s Downtown Cultural
District. Since 1997, YorkArts has been
producing six gallery exhibits per year.
Free and open to the public, there
are gallery tours for groups of students
and adults available for any show. One
of the gallery education programs is
the annual “Writer’s Eye Competition”
linking the inspiration of writers to
the creative vision of visual artists.
Participants are invited to write a
poem or short story in response to
the artwork featured in the gallery.
Through this program, we provide an
engaging opportunity to participate in
the creative process that exists across
visual and literary disciplines.

inventive educational offerings for
children, including 13 summer “Arts’
Discovery Camps,” focusing on a
particular theme each week; parentand-child classes fostering artmaking;
Collage, Drawing, Painting classes;
and an “Asperger’s Art Class” for
students with Asperger’s Syndrome.
In the Pottery Studio downstairs,
there are “Parent and Child Ceramics”
as well as a number of Girl Scout
classes offered throughout the year.

A Highlight of the Year
YorkArts also produces original
exhibits featuring art collectors in the
community. The “Collecting Cultural
Icons” show offers a unique look into
the imagination of those who collect
art. During several of the exhibits, talks
and musical events related specifically
to the collections were held in the
gallery, which provided an enjoyable
educational experience. Typically, the
gallery schedule includes alternate
years of “Emerging Visions,” the art of
undergraduate artists, and “Curatorial
Visions,” the creative concept of a
curator who assembles an exhibit
illustrating a theme or examining a
certain question. In the early summer,
the focus is on artists from York
County in the annual “Solo Exhibit,”
which provides an expanded view
of a particular artist’s work. Through
making art accessible to everyone
through the gallery shows, YorkArts
enlarges our perception and nourishes
the imaginative process, inspiring the
entire community’s creative spirit.
YorkArts is committed to providing
arts education programs for the
community. There are numerous

Refurbished Gallery for Rent for
Special Occasions
Just around the corner at 118 W.
Philadelphia Street is the newest site,
YorkArts@CityArt. With this expansion,
we enlarged our educational scope
to include adult classes. Photography,
Travel Writing, Abstract Painting,
Decorative Furniture Painting, Making
Mandalas, Coiling Fiber and Poetry are
offered in the classroom space upstairs.
In our newly refurbished first floor
gallery, there are rental opportunities
for events and self-produced exhibits
by artists or groups. One example of the
YorkArts@CityArt gallery as innovative
educational venue is the High School
Art Showcases. In the spring, young
artists from ten area high schools will
create exhibits (with the support of
their devoted art teachers!) that are
designed, framed, hung and promoted
by the students themselves.
Extending outside the gallery and
classroom spaces, YorkArts’ educational
mission continues to expand. We offer
hands-on art summer programs for kids
ages 8-15 in libraries, township parks
and other venues throughout York
County. Each spring, YorkArts offers its

“Chalk It Up!” event for high school
students. Bringing art directly into the
community, the West Manchester Mall
is transformed into an artists’ canvas
and a place for audiences to watch
as the students create. YorkArts also
partners with the City of York during the
annual Yorkfest Arts Festival, producing
a sidewalk chalk competition, adult
visual arts exhibition and a literary

and positive self-expression. With
budgetary cutbacks eliminating art
from schools, it becomes imperative
to find ways for kids to nourish
their imaginations. Additionally,
“Art in the Parks” gives volunteers
and coordinators an extraordinary
opportunity to witness firsthand
the impact that this program has on
community youth. In this way, YorkArts
hopes to inspire us all!
YorkArts invites you to attend an
exhibition, sign up for a class, enroll
your child in a summer art camp, write
a poem for the “Writer’s Eye” program,
listen to a poetry reading, pick up a copy
of Creative York or watch as a sidewalk
mural is created. You can support
YorkArts’ efforts by making a financial
contribution or see the value of what

“One example of the YorkArts@CityArt gallery as innovative
educational venue is the High School Art Showcases. In the spring,
young artists from ten area high schools create exhibits…”
competition that features a reading of
the recognized writings.
The most noted and long-standing
outreach program, however, is surely
“Art in the Parks.” For the past 18
summers, YorkArts has offered free
art activities to children in city parks
and housing communities. Over
14,000 children participated since the
program began. These activities help
teach social skills, respect for others,
group decision-making, teamwork

happens first hand by volunteering.
Even more information is available
through the YorkArts’ website www.
yorkarts.org or Facebook page. Lend
your creative spark that will illuminate
and inspire a creative community!
About the Writer:
Donna Sylvester is a member of
the board of YorkArts and one of the
organization’s most enthusiastic
cheerleaders.
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Guests enjoying the festivities.

André Du Bois

It was the night in October
when this publication
declared, “It’s Show Time!”

So Much To See and Do

Guesta enjoyed the comfortable vintage sofa at JM’s as they
watched the Fashion Show.

Diane Wilson sings a rendition of a Gladys Knight song as JM on the left and her
husband, far right, imitate “the Pips”

Artist Courtland Murray with Hope Primas

“Showcase Night at JM’s Thrift n
Vintage Store,” was a grand success with
a couple hundred people participating in
a memorable evening that people are still
talking about.
Tucked into midtown Harrisburg at 1308
North Third Street, JM’s store is across from
the Broad Street Market and in the center of
a thriving, diversified neighborhood proud

Models, Left to Right: Alana Hodge, Jordan Ward, Rickie Zahir, André Du Bois,
Tony Dang, Tamika Stephens, Mahalia Brown, Adrielle Fulton-Crosson, Damien Roxroth.

of its place and time in the Capital City.
The wonderment of JM’s setting, his
creativity and how he surrounds himself
with other artists – all these talents
converged with the music of Diane
Wilson, the art of Courtland Murray
and Stacie Collins and Jose Montano
(known as “JM” by his friends, neighbors
and patrons) giving their all to create a

Henry Pontius took candid photos throughout the evening.

Midtown extravaganza that could never
be repeated.
ShowcaseNow!, the regional magazine
that builds audiences and promotes art,
culture and heritage in nine counties in
southcentral Pennsylvania was a leader in
planning the evening and the photos on
this page by Henry Pontius might give you
a hint of the fun enjoyed by all.

Kelly Summerford

Models Rickie Zahir (far left) and Tamika Stephens (far right) are photographed with two
young filmmakers in attendance.
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So Much to See and Do
Public Libraries in Nine Counties Are Reaching Out to You
and Your Family With Joyous Holiday Programs
By Suzy Hershey

“I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of library.” Jorge Luis Borges
Libraries have made a quantum leap from their earliest
days in the ancient days of Egypt when the library collection
took the form of clay tablets and papyrus plants. In our
own country’s history, Ben Franklin holds the distinction of
founding in Philadelphia the first successful lending library.
Another leap in the library history takes us to Andrew
Carnegie who could be dubbed the “patron saint of libraries
in the U.S.” who by 1929 had founded 1,689 libraries in this
country as well as nearly 1,000 in other countries. Today’s
libraries are a far cry from the early days of quiet solitude
and prim librarians who would continually “shush” the
crowd. The austere, intimidating ambiance of old fashioned
libraries has gone the way of the venerable card catalog. Take
a look at some of the ways today’s libraries are providing a
broad spectrum of services to the public.
Guitarist Robert Dopira at Guthrie
Hanover, York County – Join classical guitarist Robert
Dopira to welcome the Christmas season with traditional
carols, dances from the Nutcracker Suite and songs from
Peanuts’ “Charlie Brown’s Christmas Carol”. All ages will
enjoy this program happening Monday, December 5, at 6:30
p.m. in Guthrie Memorial Library--Hanover’s Public Library,
2 Library Place, Hanover. Phone: 717-632-5183.
General Foolishness at Fredricksen
Camp Hill, Cumberland County -- General Foolishness
with Paul Hadfield! at Fredricksen will be enjoyed by the
whole family as the kooky show blends juggling, slapstick
comedy and lots of audience participation in a zany, madcap
adventure.
Saturday, December 10 at 2 p.m., Fredricksen Library, 100
N. 19th Street, Camp Hill, Phone: 717-761-3900.
Harp and Handbells at Fredericksen
Camp Hill – Harp and Handbells at Fredricksen will put
the audience into the holiday spirit with a relaxing evening
of carols and holiday music. Fawn Upright, harpist, and the
First UMC Handbell Choir will entertain with their special
music along with the soothing warmth of hot apple cider.
Monday, December 12 at 7 p.m., Fredricksen Library, 100
N. 19th Street, Camp Hill. Phone: 717-761-3900.
Innovations at Pequea Valley Public Library
Pequea, Lancaster County – Pequea Valley Public Library
will add another dimension of convenience to their patrons
with the addition of “Your Library Anytime” 24-hour pick-up
boxes. These boxes, placed on the library porch, are operated
electronically with a key pad. Persons who wish to pick up
their library items after hours will be given a numerical code
that will allow them to open the assigned box.

Pequea Valley Public Library
31 Center Street, Intercourse, PA 17534, Phone: 717.768.3160

Kindles For Rent at Strasburg-Heisler
Strasburg, Lancaster County – The Strasburg-Heisler
Library is now offering Kindles on a rental basis. Patrons will
receive a Kindle in a leather case with a power cord, a power
cord adapter, a borrowing information card and a carrying
bag. The Kindles may be borrowed for a two-week period
with no renewals. Fines will accrue at the rate of $1/day.
Check with the library for additional details on the policies
associated with this convenient addition to the services
offered by the library. Strasburg-Heisler Library is found at
143 Precision Avenue, Strasburg, phone 717-687-8969.

14 ShowcaseNow! Volume 8 Issue 9

Grant Writing and Computer Courses in Lancaster
Lancaster--Grant Proposal Writing 101 for Nonprofits
is designed for those who have little or no experience in
grant writing. Presented by Diane Pawling, SDBC Business
Reference Librarian, the focus will be on 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization proposals intended for a foundation or
corporation.
Register online at http://dsbc.eventbrite.com.
Tuesday, December 6, 3 to 4:30 p.m. at Lancaster Public
Library, 2nd floor Bates Auditorium, 125 North Duke Street,
717-394-2651, ext. 105 or email askus@lancaster.lib.pa.us.
All classes are from 6 to 7:45 p.m.
Free computer classes will be offered in the following areas:
Basic Word:
Tuesdays, January 10, 17, 24 and 31
Intro to Computers:
Wednesdays, January 11, 18, 25 and February 1
Basic Excel:
Thursdays, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
Basic Word:
Tuesdays, February 14, 21, 28 and March 6
PowerPoint:
Wednesdays, February 15, 22, 29 and March 7
Intro to Android smart phone:
Thursdays, March 22 and March 29
Kids’ Activities in York
York – The York City Police Department is sponsoring an
After School Gaming Time. Kids are invited to come play
video games, use laptops and enjoy snacks.
Wednesday, December 21 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Martin Library,
159 East Market Street, York. Phone 717-846-5300 x 242.
Belsnickle in Manheim Township
Manheim Township –The Belsnickle, (or Belsnickel?) a
wise-cracking Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas visitor will find
out who’s been naughty or nice. The whole family is invited
to learn more about this Christmas tradition on Tuesday,
December 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Manheim Township Library, 595
Granite Run Drive, Lancaster. For more information, phone
717-560-6441.
Nerf Dart Zombie in New Holland
New Holland – Nerf Dart Zombie Tag will be played by
boys and girls, ages 8 to 12. Call the library for details and
equipment that must be brought. Registration is required
for this program on Saturday, December 31, beginning at 1
p.m. at Eastern Lancaster County Library, 11 Chestnut Drive,
New Holland. Phone 717-354-0525.
All Games Mario
Camp Hill – Kids in grades 6-12 are invited to a video game
day with all games Mario. Refreshments will be provided.
Sunday, January 8 at 2 p.m. at Fredricksen Library, 100 N.
19th Street, Camp Hill. Phone: 717-761-3900.

At Your
Library
Looking for a Good Book at
a Low Cost? Want to Help
a Library That Helps You?
Check out these book sales, or ask your
own public library when one of their
own famous book sales will offer gentlyused books for sale to you and yours!
Here are a few in Lancaster County:

Book Sales at your Local Libraries!
Columbia Public Library
Holiday Book Sale
“Ladies Night Shoppers’ Special”
Wednesday, December 14 from 7-9 pm
Held at Ace Hardware, 1786 Columbia
Avenue, Columbia 17512
Like new books for children
and adults!
Eastern Lancaster County Library
Friends of ELANCO Library
Holiday Book Sale
Saturday, December 3
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Elanco Library
11 Chestnut Drive, New Holland
Held in conjunction with the
4th Annual Christmas on Main event!
New and “like new” books – perfect for
gifts! A wide selection of used books.
A Kid’s Corner with plenty of books and
coloring pages. A “Make Your Own Gift
Bag” and Gift Wrapping Station
Lancaster Public Library
Fall ReSort Book Sale
225 N. Marshall St., Lancaster
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
During library hours
Lancaster Public Library West Mountville Branch
“Like New” Holiday Book Sale
During library hours
Held at the library’s new location!
120 College Avenue
Mountville
Manheim Township Public Library
Spring Book Sale
April 24, 25 & 26
April 24 & 25 from 9 AM – 8 PM
April 26 is ½ price day 9 AM – 5 PM
Pequea Valley Public Library
Used Book Sale
Used Book Room is open every
Tuesday & Friday
Fill a bag for $5.00! Bring your own
paper bag or grocery sized plastic bag,
or we’ll give one to you.

Christmas

So Much to See and Do

Tree Center

Tells Many Stories of a Society Long Ago
By Georg R. Sheets, Photos by Bill Schintz

The National Christmas Tree Center in Paradise, Lancaster County, tells many
of the traditional stories of the early citizens of the United States, including this
timeless tale about a little girl named Virginia O’Hanlon.
“Tell me the truth,” the little girl wrote,
“is there really a Santa Claus?”
In 1897, the story continues, little Virginia O’Hanlon, 8 years old, wrote a letter to the
editor of the New York Sun, asking if there really was a Santa Claus. The response from
editor Francis Church has become one of the most widely-read editorials of all time.

The National Christmas Center offers old-fashioned Christmas teees as shown on this page.

The New York Sun editor, Francis Church, responded:
Virginia,
Your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a
skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they
be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an
ant, in his intellect as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge. Yes, Virginia,
there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas!
how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary
as if there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no
romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except
in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills the world would be
extinguished. Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies. You
might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to
catch Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus.
The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did
you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that they
are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and
unseenable in the world. You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise
inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor
even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only
faith, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is
nothing else real and abiding. No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives and lives forever.
A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years from now, he will
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

The National Christmas Tree Center
3427 Lincoln Highway East | Route 30 | Paradise, PA 17562 | 717-442-7950
www.nationalchristmascenter.com
Open daily May through the New Year
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So Much to See and Do
Anniversary Festivities at Dover, York County, and
Author Visit for First Grade Classes
by Karen Hostetter

Take a break, have a cup of tea, and enjoy reading about some upcoming and newsworthy library events below.
Teresa Einsig has a gift and she loves
sharing it with others to enjoy. Terri,
as she is known at Dover Community
Library in York County, combined her
talent as a mural painter with her love
of the library to create a delightful
jungle scene filled with laughing
hippos, jumping flamingos, and
animals totally engrossed in reading
classic storybooks. Children coming to
story time look at the wall to see what
she added from week to week. They
giggle when they find a caterpillar or
a tiny frog or some other small detail.
Adults who came to check out books
often make a stop in the program room
to see the progress as well. It seems
that everyone enjoys watching the wall
come to life. The mural was completed
in time to celebrate a special event; the
one year anniversary of the re-opening
of the library after a major expansion
and renovation project.
Dover Community Library shares
space with many organizations in a
large community building, including
the Dover Township Fire Company, the
Heritage Senior Center, the township
tax collector, a large community
center, and meeting space for scouts,
sports, and other Dover area groups.
Visitors know that the library is part of
the hub of Dover Township activity.
One year ago the library held a reopening celebration and the Dover
community came to see the “new”
library that practically doubled in size
when they knocked out the walls into
the vacated space next door. The best
part is that the project was funded
with local support; it seemed that
the entire Dover community pitched
in to make it happen. So this year on
October 29, library staff prepared to
greet visitors with special planned
activities, including the dedication of
the new mural.
However, Saturday October 29, the
appointed day, was the day of the first
snowstorm. Trees were still heavy with
leaves and branches began to break.
Some areas lost power. But the library
opened as usual and the organizers
held the celebration....and the people
came! Soon the library was abuzz
with activity. Gabby Murphy, who was
recently crowned the Pennsylvania
Dairy Princess, entertained children
with tales of growing up on a farm
in York County. Children also liked
meeting the cow from Moove In
Storage, a local business that supports
the library with space to store the book
sale books.
In the program room, visitors came
to meet Terri, the mural artist, as well
as Trevor Fidler, who helped to fund
the mural as part of his Eagle Scout
project. Trevor created two sturdy
display boards and added a large, dry
erase board on another wall. He also
built two puzzle storage containers
on wheels so that they can be used in
different areas of the library. Librarian
Deborah Van de Castle honored both
Terri and Trevor with certificates and
books added to the collection in their
honor.
The celebration included an
anniversary cake and light refreshments.
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“See how it sparkles?” 2011-12 Pennsylvania
Dairy Princess, Gabrielle Murphy, shows her
crown to children after her story time during
the Dover Community Library anniversary
celebration in late October.

Library
Chat

Trevor Fidler, who chose Dover Library as the recipient for his Eagle Scout project, visits
with Terri Einsig, the muralist, at the celebration. Terri donated her time to create the scene
with delightful jungle animals. Trevor raised the money for the paint supplies and completed
work on an adjoining wall.

Buffy, one of the dogs that children enjoy
reading to at the library, poses with the artist.
Terri included Buffy’s likeness in the mural.

Will Hillenbrand has the audience participate in his storytelling.

Debbie Van de Castle, Branch Librarian, and the
cow from Moove In Storage, welcome visitors
to the library. In the background, guests check
out the upgrades to the program room.

With sparkles adorning their faces, two
young girls make a wish during Beth
Rebert’s reading of the Polar Express story
at the GOAL celebration.

Illustrator Will Hillenbrand
Entertains Young Readers
Each fall, first grade students
throughout York County are invited to
get a library card in a program called
GOAL (Grade One At the Library)
sponsored by PeoplesBank. The
students then visit a local library on
subsequent visits for three different
prizes; a gel bracelet or pencil, a
backpack, and then a copy of Down by
the Station, a book illustrated by Will
Hillenbrand. The excitement built until
mid-November when the illustrator
came to the West Manchester Mall for
a celebration event. Mr. Hillenbrand
showed the children how he sketches
little drawings that will then be put
together to tell a story. Afterwards,
he stayed to sign every child’s book.
Ladybug, a talented clown, painted
faces so that the audience was
decorated with an assortment of
sparkles, butterflies, rainbows, puppy
dogs, snakes, robots, and tigers.
First grade teachers who had 100%
class participation were invited to join

the author for luncheon before the
program and entered to win an author
visit at their school. Congratulations to
Georgiana Cavadel, who will welcome
the author to McKinley Elementary
School in York next spring. All 16
public school districts in York County,
as well as parochial, charter, private,
and home school students participate
in the GOAL program, now in its
fourth year. The program reached
approximately 3,000 first grade
students this year.
It is rewarding to watch the children
come in to the library and check out
books with their own library card.
When they receive the book to keep,
they are all smiles. When they bring
it to the GOAL event and meet the
artist as he signs it for them, they are
ecstatic!
Hope that your holidays are safe and
warm and full of hugs from family and
friends! Take some time to curl up with
a good read amidst all the Hanukah,
Christmas, Kwanzaa and winter
celebrating.

So Much to See and Do
Brad Rutter Is Guest of Martin Library

Photo by Fran Keller.

Brad Rutter, the Lancaster native who became the top money winner on the
gameshow, Jeopardy!, was guest speaker at a program celebrating the Legacy
Society of Martin Library, York, in November. He is pictured here with Chrysta
Stine, former board president, her daughter, Madison, and husband, Shawn.
Speaking on the library of the future, Rutter shared comedic experiences and
serious thoughts about technology in libraries and told the crowd how his local
library shaped his life and prepared him for the role he would have on national
television and, perhaps, in the movies of the future.

No flavor is better than another,

they’re all

Lancaster Public Libraries Encourage Giving
with the 12th Annual Mitten Tree Project!
Public Libraries are holding their 12th annual Mitten Tree Campaign and you’re
invited to participate. Librarians from the county’s public libraries, in the spirit
of holiday giving, will be collecting new mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs
and umbrellas that will benefit children and families served by Lancaster County
Children & Youth Services. Most of the public libraries and the Bookmobile will
participate in this year’s project. Donations may be made now through Friday,
December 16, 2011.
Building Awareness. Celebrating Uniqueness.
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Your business card will be printed in our hard copy paper as well as our online
version. We’ll include a link to your business web site if you would like us to.
You can advertise your business with a regular business card, or you can promote
a one-time event as some have done in this issue of our publicaton.
It’s so simple: just send your card to our PO Box or send a jpeg file of your card or
ad to ShowcaseNow@aol.com. Tell us what issue(s) you would like to have your ad
inserted in and pay for your insertion in advance through our online PayPal feature.
Or you can send a check to ShowcaseNow!, P.O. Box 2545, Harrisburg, PA 17105.
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So Much to See and Do
Poetry Contest Welcomes Entries from Youth
in York and Adams Counties
By Kevin Leitzel

Getting
Around

Roses are red. Violets are blue. If you like to write poems, then this article is for you…
Hear ye! Hear ye! The York and
Adams County Libraries are calling
all poets in grades 1 – 12 for the 24th
Annual Poetry Contest.
First, second and third place winners
will be recognized at the poetry
reading on March 22, 2012 at 5:30
p.m. in Martin Library’s Legacy Room,
located at 159 East Market Street in
Downtown York.

In addition, winners will have their
poems added to a compilation that
gets wide circulation. This is your
chance to be published. Imagine
bragging about your published poem
during your college entrance interview
or telling all of your friends at school
that you’re an up-and- coming writer...
Each library in York and Adams
Counties will receive a copy of the

Compilation for circulation. Winners
will be determined for each group:
grades 1 – 2, grades 3 – 4, grades 5 – 6,
grades 7 – 8, grades 9 – 10 and grades
11 – 12.
Contestants are asked to submit
their poem by email as a Microsoft
Word document, as a pdf file, in
printed copy to Martin Library, 159
East Market Street, York, 17104, or by

email Grace Thackston at gthackston@
yorklibraries.org. For questions, please
call (717) 849-6946 and ask for Grace.
Submissions will be accepted until
January 21, 2012. For additional
information, please go online to www.
yorklibraries.org.

Martin Library’s 24th Annual Poetry Contest 2012
Submission Guidelines
Entrants may submit one original poem. You may enter only once.
Poems must be the work of an individual, and not a group or collaboration.
Poems will be accepted only between Monday, November 14, 2011 through Saturday, January 22, 2012.
Poems must be submitted with contact information located at the bottom of the page. *Note: This is a
change from previous years. Please do not write your contact information directly on the poem.
Poems should be typed or neatly printed.
Poems will become the property of Martin Library and will not be returned. Please keep a copy of your
poem for yourself.
There will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winner
from each of the categories listed below:

You may deliver your poem to:
Martin Library
Children’s Library
159 E Market St, York PA 17401

! Grades 1 & 2
! Grades 3 & 4
! Grades 5 & 6

You may also email your poem to:
Grace Thackston
gthackston@yorklibraries.org
Please note: poems submitted by email need to
be in a Microsoft Word or a .pdf to be accepted.

! Grades 7 & 8
! Grades 9 & 10
! Grades 11 & 12

Poems will be judged by a panel of independent judges
no later than four weeks after the deadline, and the
winners will be contacted directly. All winners will be
contacted no later than February 26th, 2012. Winning
poems will be compiled into a booklet that each winner
will receive and that will be placed in circulation in the
Children’s Library. Poems will be judged on originality of
content, style, creativity and presentation.

All winners will be invited to read their poems at:
“A Celebration of Poetry,” Martin Library’s 24th Annual Poetry Night,
on Thursday, March 22, 2012.

Each poem submitted must have this section of the form with it.
If poem is emailed, it must have this information on a cover page.
Entrant’s Name _______________________________________________________
Parent’s Name ________________________________________________________
Phone Number with Area Code __________________________________________
Name of School ____________________________________________ Grade _____
Library Barcode (optional)_______________________________________________

Mail To: Martin Library
Attn: Grace Thackston
159 E Market St
York, PA 17401
Email: gthackston@
yorklibraries.org

Deadline for entry is Saturday, January 22nd, 2012
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Like the Mist
from off
the Water
Silently, the gray-white mist rises.
From off the sleeping mountain lake
It lifts and hovers and drifts
And softly skims the surface,
Moonlit and undisturbed.
Intersecting wavelets lap the shore.
A pale summer moon,
Veiled by luminescent clouds
On their journey east towards the ocean,
Silhouettes the specters of mist.
Somewhere, a breeze stirs
And misty rhythms quicken.
Silently they are borne
Eastward and southeastward
Until they are no more.
I walked alone that night,
Along the lake alone.
Yet not alone;
The universe walked with me.
Together with the mist,
The glistening pebbles and sand,
With countless life forms,
And infinite stars,
I am a significant member
Of the Universe.
No more, no less a being;
A member of the Universe.
I exist for a finite time
But for an infinite purpose.
Like the mist from off the water.
–Richard Steinhauer
About the Poet…
Richard E. Steinhauer, a retired
educator, poet, playwright, and
composer, now lives in Lancaster
County. Formerly a Mount Gretna
resident, he was stirred by the nature
of Gretna’s woods and its famous
lake - both a source of inspiration
for his writing.

How to Reach Us
Crossing Rivers in Nine Counties for Art, Culture, Heritage

Showcase
Since 2003

Also known as ShowcasePA!

Magazine

Vol. 8, No. 9, November 28 to January 9, 2012
Published every six weeks
Mailing Address:
PO Box 2545 • Harrisburg, PA 17105
E-mail and Phone:
Showcasenow@aol.com
(717) 889-0057
On the Internet 24/7 at Showcasenow.net
Founder M. Susan Breen
Publisher Georg R. Sheets
www.georgsheets.com
ShowcaseNow@aol.com
Phone 717-889-0057
Chief Operations Manager Kelly D. Summerford
Kelly@ShowcaseNow.net
Phone 717-889-0057
Editor in Chief David C. Frost Jr.
ShowcaseNow@aol.com
Phone 717-889-0057
Contributing Editor Georg R. Sheets
Distribution Coordinator Lewis Butts, Sr.
Distribution Aide and Sales Advisor
Margaret Butts
Graphic Designer Frankie Schaeffer
Major Domo David A. Hovell

Showcase

Magazine

Want
Extra Money?
ShowcaseNow!
is looking for ambitious
people to sell advertising
on commission.
This can be a part time job and the income
potential is almost unlimited. We provide
training and leads and you help us build
bridges among the arts, nonprofits and
businesses in nine counties while you gain
invaluable experience in public relations,
networking and sales.

For an interview,
call Mr. Summerford
at 889-0057,
or for more information send your
resume and a cover letter to Editor:

Kelly@ShowcaseNow.net

Facebook Coordinator Dee Garber
Dee_Showcasepa@comcast.net
Photography Bill Schintz, Dee Garber,
Kelly Summerford, Gabrielle Mazza,
Kevin Leitzel, Karen Hostetter,
Georg Sheets, Richard Steinhauer,
Sonya M. Toler and others
Writers
Ruthe F. Craley, David C. Frost Jr.,
Dee Garber, Suzy Hershey, Kevin Leitzel,
Jean Meile, Karen Hostetter,
Georg R. Sheets, Kelly D. Summerford,
Jan Thoman, Karen Wix and others.
Contact any of these representatives by
e-mailing ShowcaseNow@aol.com or by
calling 717-889-0057.
Would you like to sell ads for ShowcaseNow?
Call 717-889-0057.
Please confirm all dates, times and venues
listed for inevitable changes of schedule.
This paper is made possible only through
advertising support.
ShowcaseNow! also known as ShowcasePA!,
and/or any of its respective employees or
contractors or volunteers are not responsible
for any errors or omissions or editorial mistakes.
All advertisements, coupons and promotions are
effective during the six weeks after the date of
publication unless otherwise noted.
We apologize for any errors or inconveniences.
Information and views printed herein, or linked
to articles or items, do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of ShowcaseNow! and ShowcaseNow!
does not endorse products or services advertised
or publicized. We reserve the right to decline any
ad and to change advertising copy.
Submission of press releases, full color
photographs of high resolution and calendar
of events items may be sent by e-mail to
Showcasenow@aol.com.
Letters to the editor, as well as clarifications,
on any topic published, are encouraged. Please
keep letters to 100 words or fewer and e-mail
them to Showcasenow@aol.com.
In general, ShowcaseNow! uses the style
established by the Associated Press, but there
are some differences. We will be pleased to
send Writers Guidelines.
ShowcaseNow! attempts to reflect the
diversity of its coverage area and cultural
competency in its coverage of our region. The
publication is dedicated to freedom of speech
guaranteed by the Constitution of the United
States of America.
All submissions become the property of
ShowcaseNow!.
Printed in the USA.
All photographs and paintings published here
are copyrighted by owners.

Thank Our
Advertisers!
Please thank our advertisers for their support
of your organization and the other important
items you enjoy in these pages. Businesses and
individuals that advertise in ShowcaseNow! make
it possible for us to “Bridge the Arts, Nonprofits
and Businesses in Nine Counties Across
Southcentral Pennsylvania.” This magazine is
supported solely by advertising and we deliver to
70,000 active and curious readers every six weeks.

Pass your copy of this publication on to a
friend or neighbor and tell them about our
web site: Showcasenow.net.

Thanks a million for reading!
Enjoy the day and make if full of art!
To Advertise in ShowcaseNow!
Contact one of these representatives:
Kelly Summerford
Phone 717-889-0057
E-mail: Kelly@ShowcaseNow.net
Dee Garber
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ShowcaseNow! is a
proud member of…

“The Penn Dutch Region” designatated by Pennsylvania Tourism officials includes Lancaster,
Lebanon, York, Adams, Franklin, Berks, Dauphin, Cumberland and Perry counties lying in the
southcentral part of the state pictured above. This region served by ShowcaseNow! has a population of 2 million people sharing cultural and historical traits.

About the Cover (formerly Publisher’s Word)
By Georg R. Sheets, Publisher

Art runs in families just as the talent for
fixing automobiles or building airplanes.
On the cover of this issue, we feature
a lively watercolor of a proud rooster
painted by Penny Durbin.
Penny Durbin and her husband Scott
are showing some of their works in a joint
exhibition of watercolors and pen and ink
drawings in Chambersburg until Friday,
January 20. You can see their work at
the On What Grounds coffee shop at 162
Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg, during
regular shop hours, Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Anne Finucane, Gallery Coordinator for
the Franklin County Council for the Arts
Vibrant Rooster,
who coordinated the showing, reports that
watercolor by Penny Durbin
the artist has been taking lessons from her
mother-in-law, Ruth Durbin, and notes that Ruth, a well-known watercolorist
living in Fayetteville, has displayed her works widely throughout the region.
The artist says she is sure her husband inherited some of the artistic genes of
his mother and welcomes visitors to judge for themselves.
ShowcaseNow! featured one of Anne’s paintings on its cover this year,
proving that the arts are alive in Chambersburg as they are in Lancaster,
York, Harrisburg, Carlisle, Gettysburg and other towns and regions we have
profiled in recent issues.
Franklin County has many wonders to behold and this art exhibition
is just one of many. For more information check out the website, www.
councilforthearts.net.
And why not plan a trip to Chambersburg and take in some of the art,
culture and heritage of this enchanted region.

You Can Subscribe
to ShowcaseNow!
Have an issue mailed to
your home or office every
six weeks for only $8.

Send a check with your name
and address or go to our web
site for all the details and
pay through our secure
PayPal account.
Join our growing list of
individuals who want the
paper mailed to their home
or office just a couple days
after it is printed!

ShowcaseNow.net
Phone 717-889-0057
Next edition deliver
ed:

2011 Production Schedule
Follow us on

Showcasenow.

January 9, 2012.
Ad Deadline December
26

Issue
Submission Deadline
Date Issue Online and at Pick-Up Points
9, 1
December 26
January 9, 2012
(Please call for next year’s schedule and themes!)
Reserve space in our Virtual Office at ShowcaseNow.net.
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Affordable housing
changes lives

For more than 39 years, the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency has been hard at work expanding affordable
housing options for our state’s residents.
The funding and tax credits we provide to developers support the construction of apartment buildings offering units
for low- and moderate-income families. The construction of new developments, and the rehabilitation of older buildings,
has a positive economic impact across the state, benefitting entire communities. For those families interested in
homeownership, our home mortgage products – including down-payment and closing-cost assistance – make it easier
to take that big step. Plus, our no-cost homeownership counseling better prepares prospective buyers for the
responsibilities that come with that home purchase.
When our state has more safe, clean and welcoming places for individuals and families to call home, we all benefit.
Visit our Web site to learn how we can help you.
We’re PHFA. Welcome home.

www.phfa.org
Tom Corbett, Governor

•

Brian A. Hudson Sr., Executive Director & CEO

